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Little more than a year has passed since the parish of Sao Raimundo 
was handed over to the Irish Redemptorists.
Within this new parish live no less than ten thousand children who 
need education, and for all those children there are but two so-called 
schools with a maximum capacity of two hundred. Because of this 
great need, one of the first problems we faced was the building of a 
great, big school with a capacity of one thousand. This is where Sao 
Raimundo shows signs of development, for after the great difficulty 
of getting the site for the building from the city manager, and the 
greater difficulty of scraping money together from every angle, the 
part of the school planned for this year is well on its way. We have 
made a start at least, and hope to continue to the end. In March of 
next year we hope to open six classrooms.
Our parish is a very privileged one, if we go by the number of 
hospitals. We have three. But the difficulty, as with many new 
buildings in Brazil, is that two of these hospitals have never 
functioned. The third has room only for a very limited number, and to 
date I can truly say that any patient I tried to get admitted has died 
before admittance day came. In our parish you can see death at work 
in ten different forms - be it cancer or T.B. or poisoning or the lack of 
treatment. We cannot hope to help the incurables but for those who 
have curable illness, we hope to start some medical posts in the near 
future. 
The greatest enemy facing the church in Brazil is the dearth of priests, 
as is being proved by the change that has come over the people and 
the parish of Sao Raimundo within the last year. Before our arrival, 
only one priest was in attendance. He came on Saturdays to hear 
confessions and celebrated one Mass on Sundays. Now, the church 
has become a parish and instead of one priest there are five, and 
instead of one Sunday Mass there are ten, and instead of five hundred 
people going to Sunday Mass there are from seven to ten thousand. 
All this goes to show what the presence of more priests can do for 
religion in Brazil. In the church, we have already started the Perpetual 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour and thousands of people 
crowd the church every Wednesday to attend. It is estimated that 
from three to five thousand walked in the torch-lit procession in 
honour of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour on her feast. 
As for confessions and communions the climax came in the three 
days around the feast of All Souls on November second. People just 
thronged to the church, for the Brazilians have a great devotion to the 
holy souls. For three days five Fathers heard confessions and still when 
the feast day arrived they were not finished. Thousands of people 
confessed and thousands received communion. 
These are just a few lines to show that there is hope for the future. 
Though thousands came to church, we mustn’t forget that thousands 
stayed away. But these can be won back also, if we have the help of 
your prayers and sacrifices, and if we can count on an ever-increasing 
number of priests.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

This year we celebrate 50 years of the presence of 
Redemptorists in the city of Fortaleza in Northern 
Brazil. Below is an edited extra from a letter from 
Fr Michael Condon, C.Ss.R., written in 1964, which 
provides a picture of the situation in the parish at 
the time.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
GALWAY NOVENA

The Galway Novena has 
been described as one of 
the largest religious events 
in the West of Ireland. 
Since it began in 1982, it 
has become an important 
feature in the life of Galway 
City each February and a 
source of hope for many.
This year’s novena began 
with torrential rain, gale 
force winds and strong seas, 
as the West, and indeed 
the entire country, was 
battered by severe storms 
but, thankfully, it ended 
with blue skies and calm 
waters. Despite the harsh 
weather at times, there was 
no noticeable decline in 
attendance, with between 
8,000 and 10,000 people 
attending over six daily 
sessions. 
This year’s theme was 
“Faith for the Future.” 
It celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Second 
Vatican Council and was 
preached by Frs Michael 
Kelleher, Michael Cusack 
& Adrian Egan. Novena 
organiser, Fr Brendan 
O’Rourke, says there was 
strong and positive media 
interest in the event. Many 
of them, he says, are 
“fascinated by what draws 
people to our novenas when 
around the country there 
seems to be such a fall off in 

Mass attendance.” 
A striking feature was the 
10.30pm session, held on 
two evenings. There was 
silence, live music, the 
flickering of candles and 
priests sitting around the 
cathedral available for 
a chat, confession or a 
blessing. The atmosphere 
of prayer and solidarity was 
so strong that people just 
didn’t want to leave after 
the hour. It was “really 
special,” says Fr O’Rourke.
The blessing of babies 
and young children was 
another popular event. 
While it is not unusual for 
parents, uncles, aunts and 
grandparents to look for 
medals for their loved ones 
at home or abroad, this 
year one grandmother set a 
record, asking for 36 medals 
for her extended family. 
And she got them too!
A unique feature of this 
novena is that it is a 
joint effort between the 
Redemptorists and the 
diocese. More than 300 
lay men and women give 
their time as car park 
attendants, ministers of 
the Word and Eucharist, 
collectors, canteen staff, and 
musicians, to ensure that 
everything runs smoothly. 
“Though it’s tiring work 
over nine long days,” says 
Fr O’Rourke, “the fact that 
we work well as a team 
easily carries us over the 
finish line.” 
A short feature on the novena can 
be found on YouTube by searching 
for “Galway Novena 2014”

Bad weather doesn’t stop the crowds


